
W e  a r e  h o n o u r e d  t o  i n v i t e  y o u  t o  
t h e  t h i r d  E n v H u m  T a l k  o f  t h e  U n i P é c s !

ON FRAGMENTS AND HOTSPOTS:
CONTAINMENT AND CARE IN THE
EXTRACTION OF MOUNT NIMBA

21 .03 .2024 |  16 :00 CET
 ONLINE AND LIVE IN

PÉCS, HUNGARY
  PTE BTK KARI TANÁCSTEREM, IFJÚSÁG ÚTJA 6 .  ,  PÉCS

ZOOM:MEETING ID:  816 0266 0998
PASSCODE: 787660

MORE INFO: VARGA.ANNA@GMAIL.HU 
HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PECSINEPRAJZ

Organized by  
Environmental  Humanit ies  Research Group,  Univers ity  of  Pécs;  

Rachel  Carson Center  for  Environment  and Society,  LMU Munich;  
Department  of  European Ethnology -  Cultural  Anthropology,

Univers ity  of  Pécs;  Univers ity  of  Pécs,  Faculty  of  Humanit ies  and
Social  Sciences,  Contemporary  Chal lenges  Research Center

 NKFIH PD 135651 project .
Sustainabi l i ty  Col lege,  Univers ity  of  Pécs

Gregg Mitman and Emmanuelle  Roth
E R C  A d v a n c e d  G r a n t ,  

R a c h e l  C a r s o n  C e n t e r  f o r  E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  S o c i e t y ,  L M U  Munich  



3rd EnvHum Talk  at  the  Univ  Pécs  -  21.03.2024.  Onl ine  and l ive  in  Pécs  

On Fragments  and Hotspots:  
Containment and Care in  the Extraction of  Mount Nimba

G r e g g  M i t m a n  a n d  E m m a n u e l l e  R o t h

In  an age of  anxiety  about  c l imate  change,  species  ext inct ion,  and disease outbreaks,
the hotspot  is  an iconic  image in  tales  of  the  Anthropocene.  I ts  genealogies  are  many,
and span biogeography,  conservat ion sc ience,  d isease ecology,  and their  economies
of  knowledge product ion.  In  a  snippet  of  Zaire  Ebola  v irus  taken from a  Nimba long-
f ingered bat  that  l ived in  an abandoned mining adit  in  a  f ragment  of  the  Guinean
Forests  of  West  Afr ica,  the  scales  and histor ies  of  the  hotspot  converge.  

Situated on the L iber ia-Guinea-Côte  d' Ivoire  border,  the  Mount  Nimba region,  with  i ts
precious  i ron ore  formations,  species-r ich  rainforests ,  and novel  v i ruses,  g ives  us  a
gl impse into  what  human,  nonhuman,  and inanimate beings  can be to  each other .  The
fractured formations  and tectonic  plates  of  f r ict ion that  comprise  Nimba’s  geological  and
l i fe  histor ies  invite  us  to  rethink categories  of  the  social  beyond those descr ibed by
mult ispecies  ethnography.  Hotspots–of  extract ive  investment,  of  b iodivers i ty ,  of
emerging infect ious  diseases–each thr ive  on part icular  bedrock and attract  certain
gather ings  of  sc ience,  pol i t ics ,  and capital .   Changing strategies  of  containment  and care
have shaped relat ions  between and among the l iv ing  and nonl iv ing actors  in  this
extract ive  zone where  the interests  of  mining,  conservat ion,  pandemic  preparedness,
local  l ivel ihoods,  and ecotourism converge,  col laborate,  and col l ide.  

In  this  ta lk ,  we fol low the recent  geo turn in  the  humanit ies  and ask  what  new social
worlds  and power  relat ions  appear  when we extend const i tuent  players  beyond the l iv ing
to include,  for  example,  the  earth’s  rock strata  or  the  discarded remains  of  human
act iv i t ies .  In  this  f ragment  of  the  Upper  Guinean Forests  of  West  Afr ica,  unexpected
al l iances  among rocks,  plants ,  animals ,  v i ruses  and people  appear  as  past  re lat ions  are
severed,  new bonds are  forged,  and uneasy  compromises  are  found in  the  disarray  and
order  that  cycles  of  capital ist  extract ion unleash and seek to  impose.

https://fragmentsoftheforest.com/  

Gregg Mi tman  i s  E RC Professor  a t  the  Rachel  Carson Center  for
Envi ronment  and Society,  LMU Munich.  He is  a  member  of  the  Univers i ty  of
Wi sconsi n-Madison and an award-winning author,  f i lmmaker,  and teacher
whose i nterests  span the history  of  sc ience,  medicine,  and the
envi ronment  in  the  United States  and the world  and include a  commitment
to environmental  and social  just ice.  

https://gmitman.com



E N V H U M - M O V I E

T h e  L a n d  B e n e a t h  O u r  F e e t

2 0 . 0 3 . 2 0 2 4  |  1 9 : 3 0  C E T
 A p o l l ó  C i n e m a ,  P é c s

f ree  entrance,  after  the  movie  Q&A with  Gregg Mitman  


