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The present-day European Union (EU) is a major actor in international environmental
politics and an important setter of shared norms and rules. However, very little is
known about how and why the original European Communities (EC) established an
environmental policy, although there was no base in the founding treaties of what
was essentially an economic community. Accordingly, the main goal of my research
project is to describe and explain the emergence and early development of the
environmental policy of the EC beginning in the early 1970s. Going beyond the
traditional state-centric perspectives on the history of the EU, the guiding hypothesis
for this project is that an emerging transnational network of national and
supranational state and non-state actors, including environmental activists,
nongovernmental organizations, and scientific experts, played a decisive role in the
successful establishment of environmental policy at the European level.

Applying a network approach, a method informed by insights from the social
sciences, this research project will contribute to three specific areas of environmental
history: first, to the history of the diffusion and negotiation of the new political concept
of the environment in the 1970s; secondly, to the recently growing interest in
international and global aspects of environmental history, notably the role of
organizations and actors beyond the nation state; and thirdly, while providing a new
method, the network approach elucidates the involvement of societal actors such as
experts, interest groups, and activists from the environmental movements in
European politics beyond the nation-state, about which we know very little so far.
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