Conference

Frost, Ice, and Snow
Cold Climate in Russian History

German Historical Institute (DHI Moscow)
& Rachel Carson Center for Environment and Society (RCC)

Conveners:
Julia Herzberg (Rachel Carson Center), Ingrid Schierle (DHI Moscow),
Andreas Renner (University of Tubingen) & Klaus Gestwa (University of Tubingen)

Russia was and remains especially associated with cold. The discourses about the Russian cold
stem from existential experiences. Due to its geographical location, cold was a constant cultural
challenge, a phenomenon that influenced actions, everyday experiences, and mentalities, and
determined both external and self-perceptions. Focusing on the factor of climate, this conference
will discuss and connect new approaches to Russian environmental history.
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Thursday, February 16

10:00 - 10:30

10:30 - 13:30

Welcome and Introduction
Nikolaus Katzer (DHI Moscow), Julia Herzberg (RCC Munich)

Session1: Mundane and Exceptional Times
Chair: Andreas Renner (Tubingen)

CeeTtnaHa A. PadukoBa (r. KpacHospck)
Cunbupckne Mopo3bl U NOBCEeAHEBHbIE afanTaLOHHbIE NPaKTUKN FOpOXKaH

Katarzyna Chimiak (Warsaw)
Challenging Crisis: Human Strategies of Adaptation and Survival during the
Winter of 1946/1947 in Dnepropetrovsk, £6dz, Essen, and Manchester

Discussion

Coffee break

13:30 - 15:00

15:30 - 18:00

Anthony J. Heywood (Aberdeen)
Transport for War in a Cold Climate: Russia’s Railways, July 1914 - March
1917

Anekcangp J1. KyabMmuHbIX (r. Bonoraa)
BepmaxT v pycckas 3auma: BnusiHue KnmMmaTu4eckoro pakropa Ha HeMeLKuX
BOEHHOCIY>XaLLMX Ha PPOHTE 1 B coBeTCKOM nneHy (1941-1956 rr.)

Discussion
Lunch

Session 2: Coping with Cold
Chair: Erki Tammiksaar (Tartu)

Andy Bruno (Urbana-Champaign)
Tumbling Snow: Avalanches in the Soviet North

Marc Elie (Paris)
Winter Sports, Ice Sciences, and Avalanches in Soviet Central Asia, 1950s-
1980s

Discussion

Coffee break

18:00

AnekcaHap B. AHaHbeB (r. Mocksa)
"epou Nbaa — ABa cLueHapusa MyXCKOW OEHTUYHOCTM B obpasax nonspHuKa u
XOKKEMNCTa COBETCKOM 3MOXM 1 NX akTyanuaauums B Hadane XXI Beka

Anekcen [1. MNonos (r. Cumdeponons)
3umHun Typram B CoBeTckom Coto3se: LLKoMa MY>eCTBa, KOHKYPEHTHbIN
OpeHa, HapoaHasa 3abaga

Discussion

Conference dinner



Friday, February 17

09:30 - 12:30

Session 3: Changing Climates
Chair: Carolin F. Roeder (Harvard)
Julia Lajus (St. Petersburg), Sverker Sorlin (Stockholm)

Cryo-Connections, Political Friendship and the Prospects of an Ice—Free
Arctic, 1928-1955

Paul Josephson (Waterville)
Soviet Efforts to Transform Nature in the Russian Northwest (Arkhangelsk and
Murmansk provinces, Karelian Republic)

Discussion

Coffee break

12:30 - 14:00

14:00 - 17:50

Jonathan Oldfield (Glasgow)
Conceptualisations of Climate Change amongst Soviet Geographers from ca.
1945 to the early 1970s

Denis J. B. Shaw (Birmingham)
The Subarctic: A Classic Study of the Tundra

Discussion
Lunch

Session 4: Civilizing Coldness
Chair: Marc Elie (Paris)

EkatepuHa A. deransuesa (r. buinck)
CuBMPSK KaK KOHLEHTPUPOBAHHbIN KOHLIENT PyCcCKOro xonoaa (Ha npumepe 19
Beka)

HaTtanua H. PogurunHa (r. HoBocnbupck)

»OT cTpaHbl Xonoaa n mpaka« K »3emrie 06eToBaHHOMK: porib KnuMmaTa B
KOHCTpyupoBaHum obpasa Cubupn B pyCCKOM XypHarbHOM npecce BTOPON
nonosuHe XIX — Hayana XX B.

lan W. Campbell (Davis, CA)
The Nomad Who Came in from the Cold: Zhut and Civilizational Difference in
the Late Nineteenth Century

Discussion

Coffee break

David Saunders (Newcastle)
Commerce and Technology in the Development of the Russian Arctic (1862-
1921)

Erki Tammiksaar (Tartu)
Russian South Pole Expedition in the Context of Political Interests of the
Russian Empire and the Soviet Union

Discussion

Coffee break



17:50 - 19:00 Session 5: Imagining Coldness
Chair: Julia Herzberg (Munich)

OkcaHa bynrakoBa (ManHL)
ATmocepHoe noTenneHne

Roman Mauer (Mainz)
The Aesthetics of Cold and National Trauma in Film: Escape from a Siberian
POW Camp

Discussion

Saturday, February 18

09:30 - 11:30 Session 6: Metaphors and Narratives
Chair: Roman Mauer (Mainz)

AHHa A. KotomuHa (r. Mocksa)
OcobeHHOCTM NpeacTaBneHns TeMbl XONOAHOrO KnMMaTa HapogHON
ayauMTopum B pamkax NpakTukm nyb6nmyHbix Ytesnn B 1890-1910 rr

Cto3aHHa PpaHk (bepnuH)
BeuHas mepanoTa kak metacopa namatu B pycckon [YJIAl-nutepatype
(MaBen ®nopeHckuin, Bapnawm LLanamoB)

J. P. Schovanec (Alfortville)
Frost as a Spiritual Experience: Written Accounts of Foreign Detainees in
Stalinist Camps

Discussion

Coffee break

11:30 - 12:40 Session 7: Representations Between Science and Politics
Chair: Paul Josephson (Waterville)

Pey-Yi Chu (Princeton)
Mapping Permafrost Country: Visualizations of Frozen Earth in Russian
History

Carolin F. Roeder (Harvard)
A Creature of the Cold War: Soviet Science and the Snowman

Discussion

12:40 - 13:30 Concluding Session

Klaus Gestwa (TUbingen)
Concluding Remarks

Discussion

13:30 Lunch



Venue:

Directions:

Transport:

Moscow, Nakhimovskii prospekt 51/21 (INION)
German Historical Institute

The GHI Moscow is in the building of the Institute of Scientific Information,
Russian Academy of Science (INION RAN). It is located in the south of the city
— directly at the orange line metro station Profsoyuznaya (Mpodcoto3Has). If
you're coming from the center of the city, please choose the front exit to the

Nakhimovsky Prospekt (HaxumoBckun NMpocnekT) and then turn left.



