
 
ESEH SUMMER SCHOOL 

 
WATER-CULTURE-POLITICS 

PERSPECTIVES IN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY 
 

Venice, 19-25 June 2011 
 
       
SUNDAY, JUNE 19 
Centro Culturale Don Orione Artigianelli (Sala Canova) 
 
17.00 -19.00   Opening 
   Prof. Dr. Christof Mauch, Director, 2011 ESEH Summer School 
 
20.00     Dinner 
 
 
MONDAY, JUNE 20 
Centro Tedesco di Studi Veneziani 
 
9.00 -10.00   Welcome and Introduction 
   PD Dr. Sabine Meine and Prof. Dr. Christof Mauch 
 
10.00 – 11.00  Lecture and Discussion 
   Water in History: Water Control in Empire Building 
   Prof. Dr. Donald Worster 
 
11.00 – 11.15  Coffee 
 
11.15 – 13.00  Panel: “Damming Water - Managing Water” 
14.30 – 15.30  
   Images of Nature - Water Engineering in the Nile Valley and the Construction 
   of Modern Egypt (Ewald Blocher) 
   Comment by Viktor Pál 
 
   The modes of organisation of the common water management in the provinces 
   of the Roman Empire (I st-VI th Century AD) (Marguerite Ronin) 
   Comment by Miriam Gassner 
 
   Nature, Culture and Politics: The Role of Dams (Alexandra Silva) 
   Comment by Ildiko Cesernus-Molnár 
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   Large Dams, Development and the Question of Modernity in India (Hannah 
   Werner) 
   Comment by Michael Neundlinger 
 
15.30 – 17.30  Panel: “Conceptualising Water” 
 
   Concepts of water ecology, water management and hydrological principles in 
   the work of the Ottoman scholar Evliya Çelebi (Giséle Marien) 
   Comment by Gudrun Pollack 
 
   Waterfall aesthetics in Norway (Helena Nynäs) 
   Comment by Felix Mauch 
 
   Bringing together STS and environmental history: the history of the  
   aquarium as an artificial environment (Christian Reiss) 
   Comment by Maria Pavlova 
 
18.00 – 20.00  Group Work Opportunity 
 
 
TUESDAY, JUNE 21 
Centro Tedesco di Studi Veneziani 
 
10.00 – 12.00  Excursion – Arsenale 

Dr. Elena Svalduz 
   Meeting point: at 9.30 at the street entrance to the Arsenal 
 
14.30 – 15.30  Lecture and Discussion 

Amphibious cultures coping with floods: the Rhine-delta  and the Tonkin-delta 
   Prof. Dr. Petra van Dam 
 
15.30 – 17.00  Presentation 
   The Venetian Lagoon 
   Prof. Dr. Salvatore Ciriacono 
 
17.00 – 17.30  Coffee 
 
17.30 – 20.00  Panel “Water in the City” 
 
   Water flows in the city of Barcelona (1717-2009). Water supply and  
   consumption in the evolution of its urban metabolism (Joan Ramon Ostos 
   Falder) 
   Comment by Harm Pieters 
 
   Mumbai, From the 19th Century to the 21st Century (Nuno Grancho) 
   Comment by Hannah Werner 
  
   “They lock up the water at every street corner”: Debating the water supply 
   market in eighteenth-century London (Carry van Lieshout) 
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   Comment by Ewald Blocher 
 
   A town built on water (Giovanni Mari) 
   Comment by András Vadas 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22 
Centro Tedesco di Studi Veneziani 
 
9.00 – 10.00  Lecture and Discussion 
   Rivers and vulnerability. Theories of environmental disorder in the  
   Mediterranean basin. 
   Prof. Dr. Stefania Barca 
 
10.00 – 10.15  Coffee 
 
10.15 – 12.30  Panel “Rivers” 
 
   Hybrid histories of river-city-relations. Vienna and the Danube, 1700-1890 
   (Michael Neundlinger) 
   Comment by Alexandra Silva 
 
   The Neman River in the international relations in the Eastern Europe, 1918-
   1923 (Maria Pavlova) 
   Comment by Giovanni Mari 
 
   Rivers as socio-natural sites: an environmental history of the Vienna River 
   1750-1900 (Gudrun Pollack) 
   Comment by Christian Reiss 
 
12.30 -  14.30  Lunch at the Centro Tedesco di Studi Veneziani 
 
15.00 – 17.00  Excursion - Puntolaguna  
   Campo Santo Stefano, San Marco 2949 
 
 
THURSDAY, JUNE 23 
Venice International University 
 
9.30 – 11.30  Lecture and Discussion 
   Economic challenges for urban sustainable development. The Venice lagoon 
   Prof. Dr. Ignazio Musu 
 
12.00 – 13.00  Panel “Floods” 
14:30 – 15.30   

Water-related Problems in a Lowland Area during the Eighteenth  Century 
 (Ildiko Cesernus-Molnár) 

   Comment by Nuno Grancho 
 
   The Storm Flood of 1962 in Hamburg’s Civic Memory (Felix Mauch) 
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   Comment by Giséle Marien 
 
   The memory of the 1825 flood around the Zuiderzee (Harm Pieters) 
   Comment by Joan Ramon Ostos Falder 
 
   Floods and Strategies of Water Management in early modern Hungary  
   (András Vadas) 
   Comment by Marguerite Ronin 
 
16.00 – 18.00  Group Work Opportunity 
 
 
FRIDAY, JUNE 24 
Centro Tedesco di Studi Veneziani 
 
9.00 – 13.00  Excursion - Site visit to the lagoon of Venice 

Prof. Dr. Salvatore Ciriacono 
   Meeting point: at 8:45 at the Tre Archi bridge, Cannaregio 
    
15.00 – 16.00  Lecture and Discussion 
   What goes in must come out: Water pollution and urban metabolism in the 
   pre-modern city   
   Prof. Dr. Dolly Jørgensen 
 
16.00 – 16.30  Coffee 
 
16.30 – 18.00  Panel “Pollution” 
  
   Local Environment or Global Opportunities? A Company´s Policy Towards 
   Environmental Concerns (Miriam Gassner) 
   Comment by Helena Nynäs 
 
   Water pollution and water protection in Hungary in state-socialism (Viktor 
   Pál) 
   Comment by Carry van Lieshout 
 
20.00   Farewell Dinner 
 
 
SATURDAY, JUNE 25 
Centro Tedesco di Studi Veneziani 
 
9.30 – 11.30  Group Work Opportunity 
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Summer School Faculty: Prof. Dr. Stefania Barca (Portugal) 
    Prof. Dr. Salvatore Ciriacono (Italy) 
    Prof. Dr. Dolly Jørgensen (Sweden) 
    Prof. Dr. Christof Mauch (Germany) 
    Prof. Dr. Ignazio Musu (Italy) 
    Prof. Dr. Petra van Dam (Netherlands) 
    Prof. Dr. Donald Worster (USA) 
 
 
Organisers:    Andrea Jungbauer, Prof. Dr. Christof Mauch 
 
 
Local Host:    PD Dr. Sabine Meine 
 
 
Local Organiser:   Roberta Saccon 
 
 
Summer School Venue: Centro Tedesco di Studi Veneziani 
    Palazzo Barbarigo della Terrazza 
    S. Polo 2765/A, Calle Corner 
    I - 30125 Venezia 
 
    http://www.dszv.it/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sponsored by the Rachel Carson Center for Environment and Society (RCC) in cooperation 
with the ESEH, VIU and the Centro Tedesco di Studi Veneziani. 
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