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The study of history and the humanities has generally followed a rigidly dualistic
approach: “nature” on one side and “humanity” on the other. Scholars have long accepted
that humans must live in their material bodies, but it is their “spirit,” “mind,” or “soul”
that really counts. It is the “human spirit” that lifts us out of nature and makes us
exceptional. This dualism derives from an old mind-body distinction that is rooted deeply
in religion and philosophy, especially in western cultures, but is now breaking down and
being replaced by a more complex understanding of substances, boundaries, and
materiality.
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Our meeting is devoted to exploring a post-dualistic perspective. We put the concept
of “health” at the center of our discussions. Health now appears to be a problem
transcending old mind-body distinctions, linking us to all of nature. Health is not just a
human state, or only a state of mind, but can also refer to the health of all living
organisms and even, according to some views, to the health of Planet Earth as a complex
ecosphere. This broader concept was pioneered by Rachel Carson, the American
ecologist who in 1962 gave us the book Silent Spring, which has been translated into
more than thirty languages. Carson argued that what we do to the nonhuman world we do
also to ourselves. If we put chemical pesticides or radioactivity into the environment, she
warned, those substances might affect even embryos in the womb and make all people
sick. Thus was born the modern “environmental movement,” which has made health and
threats to health a central concern of our time. Today it is widely understood that the fate
of humans is inextricably linked to the fate of the earth.
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We take that ecological perspective as a guide to the study of the past, present, and
future. We look for ancient insights that have been forgotten, explore urban and rural
history from a post-dualistic view, and ask how what we take into our bodies in the form
of food and nutrition, medicines and pollutants, affected health in all its dimensions. We
look at science, technology, economic conditions, schemes of development, and social
politics as the context of what health means or requires. Whether we come from
environmental history or the history of medicine, from anthropology, politics, the arts or
natural sciences, we seek to understand how our human mind-body nature has bound us
to the earth and how changes in that relation have changed over time.
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THURSDAY, MAY 30

[Conference Room 1, Yifu International Conference Center, RUC]
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5.29 2:00-5:00 pm

5.30 8:00am-2:00 pm
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Registration will open from 2:00-5:00 pm (May 29) and from 8:00 am — 2:00 pm (May
30) in the lobby of the Yanshan Hotel. At 2:30pm we will gather in the lobby and walk
together to the opening plenary session.

F %3 Opening Ceremony /3:00-3:30 pm

FHr BT, PEARKS
Moderator: XIA Mingfang, Renmin University of China

BIvE IR, PEARKE
Translator: HOU Shen, Renmin University of China
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Welcoming remarks by the Vice President of Renmin University of China,
ZHANG Jianmin; HUANG Xingtao, Dean of the School of History, RUC; and
Helmuth TRISCHLER, Co-Director of the RCC and Research Director of the
Deutsches Museum, Munich

45 Group photograph /3:30-3:45 pm
ZE B W Keynote address /3:45-5:30 pm
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Nancy LANGSTON, Distinguished Professor of Environmental History,
Michigan Technological University, author of Sustaining Lake Superior, Toxic
Bodies, Where Land and Water Meet, and Forest Dreams, Forest Nightmares
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“Climate Change, Toxics, and an Ecology of Health in the Anthropocene”

FREN: FHINE « RIEE
Introduced by Donald WORSTER

WORHR S VR E
Welcoming dinner at Fengshang Restaurant /6:00-8:00 pm
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NOTE: There will be four sessions over the next two days, each loosely organized
around a subtheme. No papers will be formally presented at the conference. Each
participant should study all the papers in advance and come prepared to share your
thoughts about them. Sessions will consist of peer critiques of five papers (each critique
about 15 minutes long), followed by open, general discussion. Every paper presenter will
serve as critic once during the conference, often for a paper that has no close relationship
to your particular expertise or interests. Your critique should provide a brief summary of
the paper you are assigned and then an analysis of the core argument or main themes, and
it should end with comments on strengths and weaknesses along with suggestions for
group discussion.
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FRIDAY, 31 May

(Conference Room 1, Yifu International Conference Center, RUC)
F—H. AERESZETERRE 9:00-12:00 pm
Session I: Public Health and Economic Development /9:00-12:00 pm

Ffr: G < SRR CPE AR
Chair: Donald WORSTER (Renmin University of China)
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Paul SUTTER (University of Colorado, US), “Yellow Fever Control in Panama:
A Watershed in Human and Environmental Health”

PRI UHnsz « % 4
Critic: Iris BOROWY

2. EYeh - LUK CGRE, MNKRZEEREZEDIRD « GRS

Jennifer L. DERR (University of California, Santa Cruz, US), “Treating the
Relational Liver”

PR fRE « B
Critic: Paul SUTTER
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MR 5 NS, 1912-1949)

Qieyi LIU (University of Toronto, Canada), “Envisioning Dai People in the
‘Land of Miasma’: Medical-Anthropological Encounters in Southern Yunnan,
1912-1949”

VL
Critic: Miriam GROSS

ZXEK Tea and coffee break /10:30-11:00 am
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Miriam GROSS (University of Oklahoma, US), “Confronting Pathogens: The
Changing Roles of Environment and Disease in Maoist Era Rural Health
Campaigns”

PP B L. fER
Critic: Jennifer L. DERR
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Iris BOROWY (Shanghai University, China), “Hazardous Waste: The Beginning
of International Organizations Addressing a Growing Global Challenge in the
1970s”

PR X HAK
Critic: Qieyi LIU

H B2 g X
Lunch buffet at Fengshang Restaurant /12:30-1:30pm

BH: EFE, AWETIHNIR 2:00-5:00 pm

Session Il: Nutrition, Drugs, and Expertise 2:00 - 5:00 pm

EFF: KBER (RS
Chair: ZHANG Yong’an (Shanghai University)
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Julia PRAKOFJEWA (Ca’ Foscari University of Venice, Italy), “Perceptions of
Health and Medications on the Border: Crossing Barriers, Transferring Contents”

PRI FEE T « B
Critic: Thomas LEKAN

2. FE 5T « Bk R, MRPEYIKRT) ¢ ( “Having Your Game and
Eating It Too” : BFURAH SZRIEHIAESAERE, 1961-1966)

Thomas LEKAN (University of South Carolina, US), “‘Having Your Game and
Eating It Too’: Bushmeat Utilization and the Ecological Health of East Africa,
1961-1966”

P o
Critic: HUANG Chen
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Michelle MART (Pennsylvania State University, Berks, US), “Forgetting the

Environment: The Nutritional Prescriptions of Hazel Stiebeling and Frances
Moore Lappé”
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Critic: Anita CARRASCO
ZXBK Tea and coffee break /3:30-4:00 pm
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HUANG Chen (City University of Hong Kong, China), “The Esculentist
Movement Revisited: Famine Foods and Human Wellness”

B REUR - 4
Critic: Michelle MART
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Anita CARRASCO (Luther College, US), “When Pachamama Is Left Hungry:
Healing and Misfortune in the Atacama Desert”

PR ZEFIE 7 Fh R BR
Critic: Julia PRAKOFJEWA

W LR
Dinner at Huixian Restaurant / 5:30-7:30 pm
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SATURDAY, 1 June

(Conference Room 1, Yifu International Conference Center, RUC)

B=H: W/ 2B K 8:30-11:30 am
Session III Urban/ Rural Bodies /8:30 -11:30 am

TR BRE CPEARKSD
Chair: CHEN Hao (Renmin University of China)
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Guy GELTNER and Taylor ZANERI (University of Amsterdam, Holland),
“Mapping Health in Medieval Bologna: A Geospatial and Environmental
Approach”

PR BTl « fitfEtt
Critic: Aditya RAMESH

2. PR - PidEAt R, fRBORF) - (K “4E K TnFUR,
1860-1900)

Aditya RAMESH (University of London, UK), “The Search for ‘Pure’ Water:
Bangalore, 1860-1900”
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Critic: CAO Mu
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CAO Mu (Tianjin Normal University, China), “The Malaises of Landscaping:
Urban Afforestation and Allergy Risk--A Case Study of Tianjin”

PR B
Critic: LIU Daijun

ZXEK Tea and coffee break /10:30 - 11:30 am
4. x4 (pE, FERY o CEHRITIEMENSE BT IR B AR T R 0 )

LIU Daijun (Tsinghua University, China), “The Impact of the Nature Cure
Concept on the Vicissitude of the American Sanatorium”

PR BEAE - AR
Critic: Kit HEINTZMAN
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Kit HEINTZMAN (Harvard University, US), “The Enlightenment’s
Multispecies Medicine”

PR #B e RN
Critic: Guy GELTNER

B B8 U
Lunch buffet at Fengshang Restaurant /12:00 noon - 1:00pm
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Session IV: Shifting Concepts of Health /1:30-4:30 pm

FTfr: BHER (PEARKS
Chair: ZHAO Xiurong (Renmin University of China)
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LIN Qi Feng (Nanyang Technological University, Singapore), “The Evolution of
the Concept of Health in Ecology during the 20th Century: From Aldo Leopold’s
Land Health to Ecosystem Health”
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Critic: Jules A. SKOTNES-BROWN

2. FEAL « MRS R SR (R, Aok - CRE - BRiAR
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Sara M. BERGSTRESSER (Chinese University of Hong Kong, China), “The
Self-Immolation of David Buckel and the Limits of the Body-Earth Metaphor”

L A
Critic: LIN Qi Feng
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Jules A. SKOTNES-BROWN (University of Cambridge, UK), “Preventing
Plagues, Bringing Balance: Economic Zoology and Wildlife Protection as Public
Health in 1920s-30s South Africa”

PR BEHL « ML A HTRESE T
Critic: Sara M. BERGSTRESSER

ZREX Tea and coffee break /3:00 -3:30 pm
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Jongmin LEE (University of Science and Technology, South Korea),
“Redefining Health and Engineering to Save Both: Challenges to and Responses
from American Sanitary Engineering Education and Practice, 1923-1973”

PR XIFE,
Critic: LIU Xu

50008 (L, EPRIBHERS) « CAZE « Hrin s MUK Hi: A5
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LIU Xu (Chongqing University of Posts and Telecommunications, China), “From
John Snow to M.K. Gandhi: Public Health, Tropical Diseases, Nature Therapy
and Formation of Indian Health Conceptions”

VL A
Critic: Jongmin LEE

BEETH 4:30-5:30pm
Concluding Remarks /4:30-5:30pm

ESE TR U/
Chairperson: HOU Shen

PR N BREERE - R Eh . ZWT
Speakers: Helmuth TRISCHLER and XIA Mingfang

EpL RS g)
Closing dinner at Huixian Restaurant /6:00-8:00pm
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FERVUHRIRZHAS M. B AWHC 150 e AR (22 3£70) PASCAHT R4
U, SUERMEARIEE . RE A 8:00 K AL G R ik . FATHREAE
NF6:00 HIIR[EIE)E, S0 & H OO .

 Special Evente
On Sunday, 2 June, we will offer a post-conference field trip to the Great Wall and the
Ming Imperial Tombs, optional for all conference participants. Please sign up in advance

during the conference. A nominal fee of 150 renminbi (US$22) per person will be
collected to defray the cost of the entrance fee and lunch, but transportation will be via a

11



free shuttle bus provided by Renmin University. There will be ample room for all. The
bus will leave from the Yanshan Hotel promptly at 7:50 am. We will try to return to the
hotel by 6:00 pm, after which participants should find dinner on their own.
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